One to one computing access for all

In a variety of ways, MA educators and other stakeholders have been advocating for 1 to 1 computing access for all students and educators in the Commonwealth who do not already have such access.

Among the ways:

1. BEST is a coalition of business, education and labor organizations advocating with legislators and other public policy makers for educational technology to enhance teaching and learning in Massachusetts K-12 schools and thereby to strengthen the Massachusetts economy. http://www.best-edtech.org/

2. Several Commissions worked in the Commonwealth to improve education. The recommendations depend on the appropriate use of technology:
 A. The Special Commission on Educational Technology

http://www.mass.gov/legis/reports/SpecialCommEducationalTechReport.pdf

B. The Governor’s (Duval Patrick) Readiness Project involved more than 200 people and 13 committees. http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eoetopic&L=2&L0=Home&L1=Commonwealth+Readiness+Project&sid=Eeoe

C. The 21st Century Skills Task Force, convened by Secretary of Education Paul Reville  presented its report to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in November 2008. Click here for a pdf of the report http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.asp?id=4429.

D. There was also for many years a Science and Technology Legislative Caucus co-chaired by a Representative and a State Senator. 

Other states have gone further. Our neighbor Maine has practiced what many of us want to see included in the national plan and that is a provision for 1 to 1 computing access for all students and educators in the nation who do not already have such access. One cannot study STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) without technology. Every job in the future will require technology skill. Providing this resource to everyone who does not have it will not occur unless it is part of the national plan.
