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Branstad signs technical education bill at Waterloo
community college
Governor says bill will make sure graduates 'genuinely ready' for college
or careers

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad signs House File 2392, an act providing academic, career guidance, career and technical
education programs at Hawkeye Community College on Thursday in Waterloo. (MATTHEW PUTNEY/WATERLOO
COURIER)

By Christinia Crippes, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier
May 26, 2016 at 1:57 pm | Print View
WATERLOO — Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad signed into law Thursday legislation aimed at
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modernizing career technical education throughout the state.
“It’s an honor for me to be able to sign House File 2392, which makes sweeping changes to
modernize our career technical education and provide more equitable access across Iowa for
students from seventh through 12th,” Branstad said during the signing ceremony at Hawkeye
Community College. “This legislation provides more opportunities for students to explore and
prepare for jobs of today and tomorrow.”
Branstad said the legislation is aimed at making sure students graduate “genuinely ready” for
college or career training. It also helps with the Future Ready Iowa goal of ensuring 70 percent
of Iowa’s workforce have education or training beyond high school by 2025.
“We just celebrated the 50th anniversary of the creation of the community colleges and I think
this is going to be a new chapter, and a new chapter that really integrates the community
colleges more eﬀectively,” Branstad said, adding the foundation had already been laid for
community colleges to work with K-12 education and business and industry.
More than 200 people turned out, representing those education and industry stakeholders, to
the brief event at Hawkeye’s Tama Hall.
Iowa Sen. Brian Schoenjahn, D-Arlington, said the location for the event was ideal, and noted
the legislation passed with unanimous support after a two-year eﬀort by a task force to craft a
bill that would provide a framework for a more coordinated education eﬀort.
“It is very few times that a bill sails through the Iowa Legislature without a single no vote. That’s
amazing,” said Schoenjahn, who was on the task force and chairs the education appropriations
subcommittee.
Branstad said the legislation makes three major changes:
• It creates a locally-driven approach to helping students develop career and academic plans
starting in eighth grade, with an emphasis on work-based training;
• It establishes regional partnerships to help schools provide more “high-quality, cost-eﬀective”
secondary career technical education; and
• It expands the focus of career technical education to six new areas: agriculture, food and
natural resources; arts, communication and information systems; applied sciences technology,
engineering and manufacturing; business, marketing and management; health sciences; and
human services.
Branstad, who had another event scheduled Thursday morning at TechWorks, chose to sign the
bill at Hawkeye in part because it fit best into his schedule but also because of the important
role that community colleges will play in implementing the legislation.
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He praised Iowa’s community college for being a national leader in collaborating with other
educational institutions, particularly on its dual-enrollment programs that allow high school
students to earn community college credits.
Jane Bradley, vice president of academic aﬀairs at Hawkeye Community College, said the
legislation will help expand career education opportunities to students throughout the 10
counties it serves, particularly in the nine rural counties.
“I think it’s great for the state, for education — secondary and higher education,” Bradley said.
“Things are in place, but this bill supports continuing those eﬀorts, and the value of those
eﬀorts, so that’s exciting.”

Give us feedback

Have you found an error or omission in our reporting? Tell us here.
Do you have a story idea we should look into? Tell us here.

You Might Also Like

Type in your name or anyone's,
this site is addicting

Bizarre Family Photos That Will
Make Your Skin Crawl

Two Hikers Discovered A
Horrifying Secret In These Woods

TruthFinder

Your Daily Dish

GuiltyFix

http://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/education/higher-education/br…igns-technical-education-bill-at-waterloo-community-college-20160526

Page 3 of 4

Branstad signs technical education bill at Waterloo community college | The Gazette

5/27/16, 3:40 PM

Flight Attendants And Passengers
Get Away With This All The Time

Forget Your 401k If You Own A
Home (Do This Instead)

Wandering Pioneer

Bills.com

More From the Gazette

Why Donald Trump Avoids
Talking About His Daughter
Tiffany
LifeDaily

From Around the Web

Police: Missouri man tried to pull gun in bar

Why Donald Trump Avoids Talking About His

(The Gazette)

Daughter Tiﬀany (LifeDaily)

UNI hoops secures home-and-home with

10 Normal Things The Bible Forbids But We

Xavier (The Gazette)

Still Do (HorizonTimes)

Iowa City High senior Sonali Durham named

OMG. Best College in the World! (Interesticle)

Presidential Scholar (The Gazette)
Some small Cedar Rapids providers run into
Medicaid issues after privatization (The
Gazette)
Mall Westdale eﬀort hits bumps (The Gazette)

Type in your name or anyone's, this site is
addicting (TruthFinder)
20 Horrifying Photos From The Vietnam War
(LifeDaily)
15 Attractive Stars Whose First Time in the

Hospital food stepping up its game (The

Bed Was With Other Celebs

Gazette)

(dailybananas.com)

Recommended by

http://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/education/higher-education/br…igns-technical-education-bill-at-waterloo-community-college-20160526

Page 4 of 4

