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Not by laptop alone

GOVERNOR MITT Romney's proposal to equip gg_g:%-ﬂ.%ﬁr will take time,

secondary school students in Massachusetts public Jearn to use technology 10 help them make sound in- The controversy about the governor's plan to use
%ttyigr-gsgv structional decisions based on achievement data. This low-cost Japtops — being developed for schools
toward providing a 21st century education to all our will require training and support. developing countries - has diverted attention from a
young people. Such an initiative, properly implemented, ggrsgifgsg sgﬁgga;g
can help ralse student aspleations and assist them in and to budget for the total cost of ownership of the setts must act now, or our students will soon be losing

more potential competitors around the

Technology, up & Students will recognize this initiative as a
of educatony, business leaders, legislators,  teachers —-Qisammzﬂp_mso on them. vote of confidence. They see that the world s
and representatives of the administration, changing rpldly and that to compete they
supparted a one-to-one student-tn-com must master the computer and the Intermet
puter ratio as a means 1o achieve equity and improved and technical support. We must make certain from the 3%?“.!’;
Jearning, 10 krvolve and cmmunicate with parents, and giiggiég them to excel at writing, presentation, collaboration,
to interest students in the sclence, technology, engineer- gggiggggé analysis, and logical thinking — and give them the tools
E-&Eg&fgssqg.—g zﬁggegsggga to meet those challenges they will create a prosperous
report, and the domens of statewide and district laptop yearly part of the budget in schools makes sense. future for themselves and for our Commonwealth,
gg;ggg?i: A final important besson is that we will see *soft”
years, polnt to some important lessons about how 1o iglggsslg
proceed and what to expect, attendance, decreased discipline problema, and in- Andre Mayer is senior vice president for communi-

Ooo!rssuoaaqo?agg creased student engagement In learning. Evaluations gagiggi

ment for teachers. Laptops can catalyze positive changes thus need to focus on students’ attitudes and what Massachusetts, Isa Kaftal Zimmerman fs chairman of
in teaching and learning only if teachers take the Jead teachers find successful, not just on test soores. This is the Edwcational Technology Advisory Council and




